SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN

department, of a rivalry between the minister and the
ambassador, and by my having to restore the indispensable
homogeneity of the service by a discussion through the
post. I can seldom write at such length as I can to-day,
Christmas Eve, when all the officials are on leave; and I
would not write the fourth part of this to any one but you.
I do so because I cannot bring myself to write to you
officially and through the clerks in the same autocratic
tone in which your reports to hand have been couched. I
have no hope of convincing you, but I have sufficient con-
fidence in your own official experience and impartiality to
make me believe that you will grant me that only one
policy can be carried out at a time, and that it must be the
policy upon which the ministry and the King are at one.
If you want to try to overthrow that and the ministry
along with it, you must do it here in the Chamber and in
the press, at the head of the Opposition, but not from your
present position; in that case I should equally have to
abide by your maxim that, in case of a conflict between
patriotism and friendship, the former must decide. But I
can assure you that my patriotism is of so pure and strong
a nature that a friendship which has to give way to it may
nevertheless be very cordial.*1

The gradations which appeared attainable in the Da-
nish question, every one of them meaning for the duchies
an advance to something better than the existing condi-
tions, culminated, in my judgment, in the acquisition of

1 Cf. Bismarck-Jahrbuch, v. 232. See Goltz's answer to this letter
with Bismarck's marginal remarks in Bismarck-Jahrbuch, v. 238.
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